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What is the European Neighborhood 

Policy (ENP)? 

 Launched in 2004, it aimed to to help the “EU support and foster stability, security and 

prosperity in the countries closest to its borders”’. 

Why? 

 To work out how the European Union, with its 10 new Member States, could manage its 

relations with the former Soviet republics to the east, and the Mediterranean countries to 

the south. 

 To provide a consistent institutional framework with instruments for the EU to negotiate its 

relationship with partner countries in the eastern neighborhood. 

 Reform commitment;  Colour revolutions in Georgia (2003) and Ukraine (2004). 



Actions

Objectives





How it is funded? 

 Global Europe: Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument

 Aims to increase the effectiveness and visibility of the EU’s external policies, 

strengthen coordination with internal policies

 €79.5 billion 



Examples of Financial Support 



Eastern Partnership (EaP) Program

 Created in 2009 

 The main goal of the EaP is to ‘accelerate political association and deepen 

economic integration’ between the EU and its eastern neighbours.



Why the EaP? – what deliverables? 



The largest umbrella organisation of 

NGOs from EaP and the EU counting 

+1000 members. 

Membership in the EaP CSF is open to 

all bona fide (CSOs). 

To be eligible, applicants must be 

non-governmental, non-partisan 

(not affiliated institutionally to a 

political party) organizations that 

respect democratic values. 

Resilience and Civil Society in Focus  



EU and Ukraine

 Ukraine on the frontline of geopolitical changes: From Maidan to EU Candidate 

Status 

 EU – Ukraine Association Agreement – entered in force in 2017

 Visa Free Regime as from 28  Feb. 2017



EU and Ukraine 

* On 28 February 2022, Ukraine applied for EU membership. 

• On 17 June 2022, the European Commission issued its 

opinion on the application for EU membership. 

• On 23 June 2022, the European Council granted candidate 

status to Ukraine.



EU Response to Russia’s Invasion of 

Ukraine

 The EU strongly condemns Russia's unprovoked and unjustified military
aggression against Ukraine.

 In response to the military aggression, the EU has massively expanded
sanctions against Russia.

 The EU is committed to continue to show solidarity and provide support to the
refugees fleeing the war in Ukraine and the countries hosting them.

 8 Package of Sanctions to to weaken Russia's economic base, depriving it of
critical technologies and markets and significantly curtailing its ability to wage
war.



EU Response to Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine



EU and Moldova

 On 1 July 2016, the EU-Moldova association agreement with its deep and

comprehensive free trade area came into full force.

 The visa liberalisation entered into force on 28 April 2014.

 The EU is Moldova’s largest trading partner and biggest investor in the country

 The EU has allocated €243 million in humanitarian assistance to help civilians

affected by the war in Ukraine. This includes €230 million for Ukraine and €13

million for Moldova.

 The electricity grids of Ukraine and Moldova have been successfully

synchronised with the Continental European Grid, on 16 March 2022.



 On 23 June 2022, EU leaders granted EU candidate status to Moldova. 

 The EU has allocated €243 million in humanitarian assistance to help civilians affected by 

the war in Ukraine. This includes €230 million for Ukraine and €13 million for Moldova.

 In light of the Russia's military aggression against Ukraine, Council decided on 4 April 

2022 to provide a new macro-financial assistance operation of €150 million in the form 

of loans and grants to benefit the Republic of Moldova. 

 The EU signed a status agreement with Moldova regarding operational activities carried 

out by Frontex. The agreement allows Frontex to assist Moldova with border 

management

EU and Moldova



EU and Georgia 

 EU-Georgia Association Agreement – entered in force in 2016 

 Visa free regime since Feb. 2017

 The EU is Georgia’s main trading partner, with a 27% share of its total trade. 

 On 3 March 2022, Georgia applied for EU membership. 

 On 17 June 2022, the European Commission issued its opinion on the application for EU 

membership.

 Georgia was granted with the European Perspective, not the candidate status.  



EU and Georgia 



EU – Armenia relations 

 Following Armenia's adhesion to the Eurasian Economic Union, 

the negotiations process on an association agreement with the EU 

were suspended in 2013.

* On 12 October 2015, the negotiations on a new, legally binding and 

overarching agreement (CEPA) was opened and entered into force in 2021.

* The EU is a key reform partner in Armenia, providing around €65 million 

of grant money annually for Armenia’s ambitious reform agenda



EU – Azerbaijan Relations 

 Differentiated Approach - Azerbaijan is free to choose to which extent it will 

participate in the EU's offer of political association and economic integration

 EaP Context – less emphasis on the bilateral relations. 

 Strategy Energy Partnership concluded in 2006. 

 Negotiations on EU- Azerbaijan New Agreement started in 2017. 

 Azerbaijan is one of the main beneficiaries of the Twinning instrument, profiting from 

peer-to-peer training and exchange with the EU Member State public administrations. 

 The European Commission in July signed a memorandum of understanding with 

Azerbaijan to double imports of Azeri natural gas to at least 20 billion cubic metres

(bcm) a year by 2027.



EU and Belarus 

 EU support is directed to the Belarussian people not to the government. 

 €65 million to assist victims of repression, civil society, and independent media, youth 

mobility and scholarships, small businesses, health and cultural sector.

 Since October 2020, the EU has progressively imposed restrictive measures against 

Belarus as a result of the Belarusian authorities' violence against peaceful protesters 

following the August 2020 presidential elections. 

 The EU has outlined a €3 billion comprehensive plan of economic support for a future 

democratic Belarus. 



 As of 28 June 2021, Belarus has suspended its participation in the Eastern Partnership.

 The EU does not recognise results of the Belarus elections, condemning them as neither

free, nor fair.

 six sanctions packages have been issued, targeting a total of 183 individuals and 26

entities.

 The of migrants and its support for the Russian military invEU has imposed a series of

sanctions against the Lukashenka regime in response to the continued suppression of

human rights, the instrumentalisation asion against Ukraine.



Post-2020 Eastern Partnerships Policy

 New Priorities? 

 €2.3 billion regional economic investment plan (EIP), including country 

flagship initiatives) to support post-COVID-19 socio-economic recovery and 

strengthen longer-term resilience by accelerating the green and digital 

transformations.



Key Challenges to the EU’s Eastern 

Partnership Policy 

 Political Instability and geopolitical uncertainty 

 Security Concerns: (War in Ukraine. Nagorno-Karabakh conflict;

South Ossetia and Abkhazia; Transnistria). 

 Increased level of authoritarianism. 

 Lack of Committeemen to reform agenda. 

 Does it make sense to keep the multilateral dimension? 



What Prospects to the 

EU’s Eastern Partnership Policy? 

 EU Associated Trio – new subgrouping within the EaP? 

 Is granting the candidate status to Ukraine and Moldova, and the EU enlargement 

perspective Georgia - a new impetus to EU enlargement? 

 What future of the EU enlargement? Heading towards the staged accession? 

 European Political Community – a new geopolitical opportunity? 



Thank you! 

Questions and Answers  


